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There is a similar paucity of information 
about race and Hispanic origin in regard to cor-
rectional sanctions in the community. The liter-
ature is rife with information on race, Hispanic  
origin, and arrest, sentencing, incarceration, 
and recidivism. In contrast, it is virtually silent 
on race, Hispanic origin, and community cor-
rections. It is likely with the increase in blacks 
and Hispanics entering the criminal justice sys-
tem that this same increase would be present in 
community corrections. It is unclear whether 
blacks and Hispanics are less likely, more likely, 
or equally likely as their white counterparts to 
be sentenced to community corrections. Future 
research needs to address this question.

Problem-Solving Courts
Many offenders are sentenced to community corrections by a problem-solving court. 

These specialized courts are intended to better meet the needs of a particular group of  
offenders. Some specialized courts include drug court, mental health court, reentry court, 
DUI court, prostitution court, sex trafficking court, veterans court, and domestic violence 
court (Figure 10.4). In these courts, the probationer receives intensive oversight by the judge 
and probation officers. There are several advantages to specialized courts. One advantage is 
an increase in efficiency, which results from greater expertise and understanding among the 

Community corrections in action. How might community corrections be beneficial 
to society? Or to the victim? If you were a judge, would you be willing to sentence 
offenders to community corrections? If so, under what conditions?
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problem-solving court: 
A specialized court 

designed to better meet 
the needs of a particular 

group of offenders. 

Figure 10.3  n  Adults on Probation at Year End, 1980–2011

In recent years, the population serving a probationary status has decreased. What advantages does this bring 
to the taxpayer? What disadvantages? If you were a policymaker, would you sing the praises of this trend? 
Or would you campaign to change it?

Source: Marushak, L., & Parks, E. (2012). Probation and parole in the United States, 2011 (NCJ 239686). Washington, DC: 
Bureau of Justice Statistics, Figure 2.
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